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Fulson lewis, Jr., at 7:00 P.M, over WWDC-(waanington) snd the
: .o - ' MB3 Network: _ C )

*The Senate Internal Security Jubcommittee today heard a
firsi~hand account of a dieturbing story--still with a conslderable
question merk at the end of it--story about five Ruesian sallors
who have taken voluntary refuge.in the United Sfates sincs their
l - tergo sbdp was interned in Formosa in 1954, who were. gpirited under
~ threat by Russian officlials 1ii the 'nited 8tates, through Idlewild

Ratioinel Alrport outside of New York City several weeks ago, and
wolle U, 3., offilcials looked on with full cognizance of what was
rappening, the’ were herded into & trans-Atlantic commercial trans-
- part plane andé sent back to Russia, ' : oo '

"The witnees 18 & 20-year-o0ld husky blond bdy who testified

. through a committee-uired translator and he was a sixth in the
group of refugee sailore who bhac been living in New York under

Lie auspices of & church organization thers, He gave his nane as
Vidior 3olevyev, that le spelled S-0-L-E-V-X-E-V, and he told the
cemnittee that he and the other five refugees were living content.y,
moel of then with jobs in New York City, wnen on April 6 he heard

& knock on his hotel roox door, opened to find several men.

"Hde vald be thought at firet %hey were FBI agents, but he
i242d out quickly that they were nc%, %that thay were Russian
g2vernmert agents and thelr mission was to invite him to come to
the aparimert of the Russian delegate to the United Nations,
{Archides A, Sobslez?),, who, ‘they sald, wented to talk to the
eztlor, They told him that several of the otaer sallors in the
gY¥oup bad accepted the invitation andé that they were conferring
r1ih Sobeler that afternocon, . :
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"TLe young sallor refused tc go, sald that he lntended %o
‘rema‘D in the United Statee, The agents then mentioned his motaer,
re said, and showed pictures of his mother, hias elster and his
. sweetheart, He said the inference to their conversatlion was that

ail would suffer if he refused %o return to Russia, - The witness
gald that the Russian agents even produced a letter whioh was
written in what appeared to be his mother'’s handwriting, and was
slgned by her, whioh mentiomed possible reprisale against the
mother and other members of the family if he failed %o .come homs,
and appealed to him %o do 80, ‘. -

, *He told the committee that the letter obvioyely was dictated
to his mother or was a counterfelt because, he said, his moiler

" only had one year of formal education in her lifetime anid sh2

spoke and wrote in the V&Fy eimplestTof language, which wae all she

kiiew, MNany of the words and phraees in the letter, he sald, would

have been completely foreign to her, if not acutally incoherenti.

"He said that later that night he saw the other members of
the groups They sald that they had been preasurized by the Russian
offictale, but had definitely decided to remain in the United Htates
ratner than go back lo prison, or worse, in Russia, Once, he 8all--
one, ke ssid, told him that he had no f1llusions about what would
Lappen if they did return anc he wanted no part of 1t, '

v “The witness sald that he himself told the agents who visited
bim that he loved hie'mother. he wanted to cause her no harm--'hat
he admired and liked his fellow Russian citizene back home perhaps
wore than he did the peopls of the United Ststes, but that he wes
quite well aware of his pown status so far as the Soviet Unlon wvas
sonocerned, ".That status was that of a traitor and a politiocal
cririnal. He sald that while e might have been used briefly for
propaganda purposes once he returned to Moscow, when hie usefulness
was cver, he would heve been caused ioc disappear, 'Those are
guotes, and 2t 18 incdeed polite tTerminologye. -

*fhe story telling duty shifted thedb to one Jamee (Van Hugh-
tenshata?), an official. of the Church World Service, which had
been lovking after the boys since they defected and had been find-
ing Jovs for them in New Yorx anc tuking care of them lhere, He
said ne firet learned that some of the sallorse--this 1s Van Hugn-
tenehatz now--«first learned inat some of lbe. sallors migh% return
to Aussian ocn the afternccn of April €, the afternoon wihen tlie
firei witness was called 'upon, that he ipnedlately notified an
agent of the United Staies governmenty, & govsrnmaat sgency thad
was interested in the tase, wilch a8 sald 1instructed alw no% ¢
identify then, '

.

~ Declassified and Approved For Release 50-Yr 2013/10/29 : CIA-RDP74-00297R000900090088-1




 Declassified and Approved For Release @ 50-Yr 2013/10/29 : CIA-RDP74-00297R000900090088-1

-3 -

“All 1ndicailons are that the agency was the CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE
MIENOY neaded Dy Mr, Allen Dulles, the brotaer of John Foester Dulles,
«t.a.32 tat ls Lhe agenoy that has Jurladiotion over Jases of tals
£ini, end their technique in handling is typical. - ¥r, Van Hugh- .
"w3324l2 sald that he was 10ld by officials of the agensy .that they
v0s £wWware that something was cooking, and it was suggested that
ne-ge 12 Idlewild International Alrport to be present when tie
sulloca left, He gald the agency calilei later, wareed him not %o
t¢ll - wryone aboul hie information, ard &sid that it would be un~
LeGevvary foer bim o go to the airport now because, uh, for thelr
o%n ressons, bul he went anyway. : ‘ .

*AY Idlewild he sald he saw the five young sailors surrounded
oy a lurge group of Soviet Rueeian representatives, He sald he
could Nov .eay exactly how many, bui- that he personally counted at
~083% 19, and they appeared to be undier the direction, he saiéd, of
2-msn 02 2ad seea but cevuld not identify, had seen in lamigration
rlacaea at New York University in New York City on several occaeiona.

‘IThe Ruseian sallors, he @ald, avoidsi his, Van Hughtenshatz!'
glance, sppeared not Lo want to be ssen by nim, were taken Lo the
U 8, Immigration Service Offlcesd for brief hearings and were
sushed away, ne seild, surrounded by these Russien agents, and
hevded 'nio a walllng commerocial airliner. He sald he attempled
Yo T21low tner, bul was barred from doing so by two bulky arnd
poserful Russian agents, He usald he £#1t that various Agerioan
agenls were spoiled through the airport a%t the time all thie was
$21ng 27, und when ne went to the cbservation platform on top of
tae airpest oullding to watch thée take-cff, two Soviet agenis were
n%111l alt hls eide, -Doune in Amerioca, if you pleass, and those-~the
2oinge of the new Rusesian look in governcent, - o '

"Ihs questisn mark still 1s what of this government agenoy,

and wiay did it stand by without protecting the youug sallors and

. wi.lkoi¥ advislng taew of their righkte? If this is the CIA, and
tLaere 1s every reaeon to believe that it is, why did they connive

wiln the Rueslan agents, or at least refrain from interfering?

- ¥Sendter Heruan Welker of Idaho, after hearing the evidence,
8eld 2% wAas very evident Lo aim thal the five sallors: wanted to
re{main in the United 3tates but were intimidated into returning
lo jwesila by tnreats and warniage,. and he said he, intends to go
1nto the matter further until all of the facts are exhausted,

'One guestion for the Post of New York Authority, waich controls
idlewlld, why did they allow gange of 13 3oviet agents o have the
min of the alrport terminal®and airflield, blocking American oitizens,
cr ouheve, for that salter, from going where they wish and doing
‘ tuig duily guerilng spsctators on the observation platform, or did
| ‘ tnae g%A give rot~injerference ingtructicns to the airport police
&iat : :
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